MWSG Conference Call Notes (Revised)
				November 14th  
Attendees:
Daniel Dietz
Johan Hogervorst
Gary Jensen
Craig Patterson
Larry Six
Kirk Shimeall
Jeanine Parisi
Paul Hoobyar, Facilitator

7 Thin Retained Receipts Update
The McKenzie Watershed Council submitted proposals to OWEB for two projects that included $45,000 from the 7 Thin sale.   Larry doesn’t expect a response from OWEB until March or April next year.

Discussion Regarding Proposed Timber Sales as Potential Stewardship Contracts

· Concerns were voiced that some of the key participants in the MWSG were not on the conference call.  Therefore, discussions were focused on how to identify key issues and look to framing them for the meeting on December 12th.

· A question was raised about the concerns of Oregon Wild and others regarding including 80+ year-old trees within a Stewardship Contract.  However, for the sales that are currently under consideration, there are few, if any, stands of trees older than 60 years of age.

· There is a difference of opinion regarding whether the harvest techniques of a timber sale under Stewardship Contracting should be for restoration purposes only, or if the focus should be on the retained receipts that can be generated from a Stewardship Contract timber sale which can be used for restoration.  

· The Willamette NF is different than the Siuslaw NF in terms of the land allocations and priorities under the NW Forest Plan.  (The WNF has “Matrix” lands that are targeted for timber harvest under the NW Forest Plan.  Other Forests, such as the Siuslaw NF has Late Successional Reserves, which are identified for restoration and habitat values.) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The USFS doesn’t necessarily see that the forest treatments/harvest techniques under Stewardship Contracts need to be “restoration.”   The agency identifies the retained receipts from such a timber sale for restoration purposes, but the harvesting techniques of the timber may be similar to other timber sales techniques.  
· NOTE: The following is taken from the DEIS regarding the “Purpose and Need” for the Green Mountain Planning Area.  “The McKenzie River Ranger District is proposing to provide a sustainable supply of timber products, increase vegetative habitat complexity and hardwood composition along streams, shift age class, and improve structural diversity in 4,398 acres on the Willamette National Forest.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For more information, go to this url and scroll to the Green Mountain Project: http://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/willamette/landmanagement/projects
] 

·  Others think the forest silvicultural treatments should be for restoration purposes, in addition to any retained receipts generated from the sale being used for restoration work. 
· If the MWSG defines Stewardship Contracts as “harvest for restoration purposes only,” that may severely limit the number of SCs that can be created in the McKenzie River RD.  
· People noted that the timber will be cut, regardless of whether the sale is part of a Stewardship Contract or not.  Therefore, participants on the conference call preferred these timber sales going forward under Stewardship Contracting in order to keep the retained receipts on the Willamette and McKenzie River Ranger District and use them for restoration purposes. 
· A question for the MWSG:  “Is there a way to administer regeneration harvests under a set of conditions that people will be comfortable with?”
· The MWSG will need to come to agreement about these issues in order to proceed with making recommendations regarding potential Stewardship Contracts to the Forest Service. 

· Oregon Wild and others have expressed specific concerns regarding the use of regeneration harvest techniques (e.g. Shelterwood).  They see this as clear-cutting under the guise of restoration.  Therefore, the conference call participants suggested identifying some potential characteristics that might be considered when looking at regeneration harvests so that MWSG participants may be more comfortable when considering, and including, regeneration harvest as part of Stewardship Contracts. Potential considerations include:

· What age-class of trees will be included in the regeneration harvest?
· What percentage of the total timber sale will be subject to regeneration harvest?
· Will there be special consideration given to how the retained receipts are used from regeneration harvests for local communities and local economic benefits?  Can the retained receipts be prioritized for local community economic benefits and restoration purposes?
· Is there a limit on the frequency or percentage of the total number of stewardship contracts that include regeneration harvest that people are more comfortable with?

· Other considerations that were discussed regarding providing MWSG participants with the opportunity to discuss regeneration harvests included:
· People should have clear definitions of the terms used to ensure that all understand such definitions.
· Identify the benefits that can come from sales that include regeneration harvests.

· Kirk Shimeall will share information with the MWSG about the ways that economic benefits have been identified through the multi-party monitoring process that the Stewardship Group on the Siuslaw NF uses. 

· Craig Patterson advocated for a return to “green sheet” sales of larger, more valuable trees at a limited volume of total sales so that local entrepreneurs can provide more “value added” products and make greater economic opportunities from the sale of these trees.  However, that is outside of the scope of the MWSG, and the Forest Service has indicated that green sheet sales, which were discontinued awhile ago, will not be used in the future. 

· Questions came up regarding some of the smaller timber sales that have been identified in the Green Mountain Planning Area (for example, the “Rock” and “Rebel” sales).  These sales have the benefit of being faster to process and publish for bid on the open market, which would provide retained receipts sooner than the larger sales that have been under consideration.  However, more discussion needs to occur with the Forest Service timber operations staff about the trade-offs involved with promoting these smaller sales as Stewardship Contracts, since there’s more “front-end” work involved in setting up timber sales as Stewardship Contracts, and the FS staff has indicated that there’s a threshold of approximately 5 MMBF in order to generate a sufficient amount of retained receipts and make it manageable for the USFS staff.  

· The Siuslaw has developed a template for how retained receipts can be used on private lands.  It appears that template may be modified and used on the Willamette NF.  Johan is working with folks on the Siuslaw NF and will bring a draft of a template to a future MWSG meeting. 
Conference call Notes, November 14, 2016
Paul Hoobyar
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