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Local Food Connec  on
Making It Easy for Local Food 
Producers and Buyers to Access Markets 
and Products Since 2007
—from Local Food Connec  on, www.localfoodconnec  on.org

The Local Food ConnecƟ on is excited to be celebraƟ ng its 6th annual event bringing 
together local farmers, ranchers and fi shermen with area food buyers on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2012 from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM in Eugene at Lane Community College (LCC).  
This event draws from a six county area and beyond.  

Focusing on business opportuniƟ es, networking and educaƟ onal workshops this 
business-to-business conference aims to keep our food and food dollars local.   Our 
2012 theme, Local Food = Economic Security, was insƟ gated by a recent report from 
the University of Oregon which showed that increasing spending in Lane County on lo-
cal food by 1% increases revenue in our community by $11.7 million dollars!     

Local food buyers benefi t by connecƟ ng with a variety of producers at one Ɵ me, forging 
links and helping them stay on top of local trends and changes in regional suppliers.  
Food producers have easy access to a large number of food buyers from grocery store 
managers, to restaurants owners and chefs, to distributors, and processors – all in a 
comfortable and casual seƫ  ng.  AƩ end for revenue generaƟ ng business connecƟ ons.  

A gourmet luncheon featuring all locally grown products prepared by LCC’s culinary 
experts allows for networking and appraisal of the many quality food products our area 
producers supply us with – a very highly rated and delicious aff air.  AddiƟ onal network-
ing sessions where buyers and sell-
ers easily recognize who they want 
to connect with is always lively, fun 
and is the backbone of creaƟ ng our 
local market.

TWELVE WORKSHOPS off ered on 
key topics such as:

• How to partner with distributors:  
A wide variety of local and regional 
distributors discuss what’s needed to work with them.  Ask quesƟ ons, get answers!

• Food as economic development:  A trend our local governments are starƟ ng to for-
mally support – learn what’s brewing for the future!   

• Selling to restaurants, grocery stores, & insƟ tuƟ ons:  We have a great array of panel-
ists this year - new faces and businesses that have not aƩ ended in the past.   AƩ end to 
connect easily.

• U.S. Farm Stay programs:  Farmers can diversify and increase revenue through agri-
tourism – learn what it takes from farmers who successfully run these programs.

• Local agritourism & zoning issues:  Learn about revenue generaƟ ng opportuniƟ es for 
your farm or ranch. What is new, what is changing, what it is in fl ux?  AƩ end and fi nd 
out! 

• Grants and resources for farmers:  The changing world in resource allocaƟ on is hard 
to track and stay on top of.  Our panelists will discuss government grants, Farm Bill 
updates and farm advocacy group resources that are available.

• New Food-Hubs in our area:  Updates 
on exciƟ ng developments - how com-
mercial kitchens for rent are popping up, 
indoor farmers’ markets year round and 
other great informaƟ on!

• Oregon Fishermen – selling direct:  
What are the benefi ts and challenges of 
selling direct rather than wholesale.  How 
is it done? AƩ end, fi nd out!

And many more…

Detailed workshop descripƟ ons and 
speakers can be found at www.localfood-
connecƟ on.org.  

The event is presented by Cascade Pacifi c 
RC&D, a non-profi t organizaƟ on that 
works with rural communiƟ es to help en-
hance their quality of life through social, 
economic, and environmental improve-
ment.   Our Founding Sponsors make this 
event possible - Eugene Water & Electric 
Board, Oregon Tilth, and Lane Commu-
nity College. 

EVENT DETAILS:

When: Monday, February 6, 2012 from 
8:30-4:00

Where: Lane Community College’s Center 
for MeeƟ ng and Learning in Eugene, OR

What: A business-to-business event (not 
open to public)

RegistraƟ on fee: $25; late registraƟ on 
$35; scholarships

Tradeshow booth fee: $50.00 (limited 
number):

Register early: www.localfoodconnec-
Ɵ on.org.

For more informaƟ on contact Jared 
Pruch or Willow Cordain, Event Coordina-
tors: 541.821.1332, localfood@cascade.
org.


